
Living the Dream
Cultural Pride on Campus

   n the recent report, Diversity and Inclusion, the SRSU Coordinator of 
Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion cited the need for creating spaces on 
campus to promote cultural familiarity. The mural, Living the Dream - 
Cultural Pride on Campus, is a response to that report. This mural depicts 
historical images of remarkable Texans of Hispanic descent who have 
achieved their dreams. The mural is intended to inspire the community 
and Sul Ross State University students, many of whome are first genera-
tion college students, to believe in themselves and make a difference. The 
mural is our way to preserve and share the unique culture and history of 
our local community and our own Sul Ross State University graduates.
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1. Trinidad Gonzales, Ph.D. - In 2006, Trinidad wrote his disserta-
tion entitled, “The World of Mexico Texanos, Mexicanos, and Mexico Amer-
icanos,” to examine ethnic Mexican group identity, construction pro-
mote re-construction during the last phases of United States conquest 
and colonization of the Lower Rio Grande Valley of Texas (1900-1930). 
Currently, he is a lecturer at South Texas College in McAllen, Texas. 
He is one of the members of “Refusing to Forget”, a multifaceted project 

that seeks to promote public conversations regarding the widespread, anti-Mexican 
violence on the Texas-Mexico border (1910-1920). 

2. Irma Rangel - the first Mexican-American woman to be elected to 
the Texas Legislature and the first Mexican-American to head the Texas 
House Committee on Higher Education. She was a proponent of equal 
rights for women, minorities, and the poor throughout her time in the 
House from 1977 to 2003. She was inducted into the Texas Women’s 
Hall of Fame in 1994 and named “Legislator of the Year” in 1997 by 
the Mexican American Bar Association.

3. Dr. Juliet V. García - From Brownsville, Texas. When Juliet was 
named president of Texas Southmost College in 1986, she became the 
first Mexican-American female to head a U.S. college or university. 
Dr. Garcia was named one of the “100 Most Influential Hispanics” 
by Hispanic Magazine and was named the “Most Influential Hispanic 
Woman in Texas” by Texas Hispanic Magazine in 1995.

4. Aristeo Brito - (1942- 2018) Aristeo was born in Ojinaga, 
Chihuahua, Mexico. He is a notable Chicano writer, poet, and 
educator. He earned a degree in English from Sul Ross State 
University in 1965.

5. Emma Tenayuca - (1916-1999) A tenacious labor leader and 
educator, Emma Tenayuca was born in San Antonio in 1916. She 
returned to San Antonio as an educator in the 1960s, inspiring 
generations until her death at age 82 in 1999. She is best known for 
her work organizing Mexican workers in Texas during the 1930s, 
particularly for leading the 1938 San Antonio pecan shellers strike.

Portraits
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6. Judge Alejandro “Alex” Ramón González - Judge González was 
born in 1932, in Fort Stockton, Texas. He earned both Bachelor of Sci-
ence and Masters degrees by 1959 at Sul Ross State College in Alpine. 
He was enamored by the study of history and political science and 
vowed that one day he would study law and become a judge, with a 
burning desire to fight for justice for the underrepresented.

7. Américo Paredes - A Brownsville native and a pioneer in Mexican- 
American studies, he received the prestigious Charles Frankel Prize 
from the National Endowment for the Humanities. Paredes died in 
1999. He is regarded as one of the foremost Mexican American scholars 
of the twentieth century.

8. Felipe de Ortego y Gasca (1926-2018) - Felipe is credited with 
influencing, if not creating, Chicano literature because his studies 
into the early writings by Chicanas and Chicanos provided not only 
a scholarly basis for the field as a genre of American literature, but 
inspired many indigenous-Hispanic writers to put pen to paper. He was 
at Sul Ross from1993-1999 where he was Scholar in Residence in Social 
Studies, Director of the Title III HSI program, and professor of Bilingual 
Education. 

9. Dr. Abelardo “Abe” Baeza - Dr. Baeza was the first Hispanic Ph.D. 
to teach at Sul Ross State University, where he received his bachelor’s 
and master’s degrees and taught for 34 years. Baeza was born in Alpine 
and attended the Centennial School, then Alpine High School, 
graduating in 1963. He received his Bachelor’s (1967) and Master’s 
degrees (1970) in English and Spanish from Sul Ross, and his Ph.D. 
from Texas Tech University, in 1979.
  
10. John E. Klingmann - Dean of the college of Arts and Humanities, 
at Angelo State. He holds both a B.A. and a M.A. from Sul Ross and a 
Ph.D. from the University of Arizona.

11. Gonzalo LaFarelle (1922- 2020) - Gonzalo helped found the 
Elpidio Ramos VFW Post in Alpine and earned his Bachelor’s and 
Master’s Degree from Sul Ross State College. He began his teaching 
career at Centennial School in 1947 and became the school principal 
in 1951. 
 



12. Elena Peña Gallego and Pete A. Gallego - Elena was 
born on August 18, 1928, in Ft. Stockton.  Pete was born 
on February 17, 1925 in a very different Alpine. His father, 
Pete Russell Gallego, worked on area ranches and opened a 
family restaurant in 1917. His mother, Victoria Almodova, 
was an Apache Indian. After serving in the Pacific Theatre 
in the U.S. Army during World War II, he returned home to 

his wife, Elena, and they determined to improve their hometown. He began to assist his 
mother, who was now a widow, and his sisters in running what was then known as the 
Green Care. Pete A. Gallego became a pioneer in his own right; the first in his family to 
graduate from college (Sul Ross). He and Elena championed educational and business 
opportunities for others.  Their leadership on school integration changed the face of Al-
pine. Pete was the first Latino to own commercial property on Holland Avenue, just north 
of the railroad tracks. 

13. Pete P. Gallego - Pete became the 13th president of Sul Ross 
State University in June 2020 and the first alumnus to lead the school. 
Gallego, an attorney, served as a U.S. representative for the 23rd 
Congressional District from 2013 to 2015 and as a state representative 
for two decades before that.

14. Jumano Indian Community - Between 1500 and 1700, the 
name Jumanos was used to identify at least three distinct peoples of the 
Southwest and South Plains. Their most enduring territorial base was 
in central Texas between the lower Pecos River and the Colorado. The 
Jumanos were buffalo hunters and traders, and played an active role as 
middlemen between the Spanish colonies and various Indian tribes.    

1. The Alpine Post Office - The background design of the 
mural is based on a modification of the Alpine Post Office 
Mural done in 1940 by Jose Moya del Pino, depicting a 
view of Alpine from Hancock Hill.   

2. The International baseball team - In the early 1930’s, 
a professional Alpine baseball team emerged from the 
south side of the tracks. The team, known as the Alpine 
Internationals, played well into the 1990s. The name, 
“Internationals,” was started by Manuel Espinosa and 
Tino Valenzuela hoping that the sport of baseball could 
improve relations between the mostly segregated Hispanic 

and Anglo communities of Alpine.
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3. The Watts House - A row of houses on 6th St. between 
Gallego and Ave. F was built around the turn of the century and 
was some the oldest houses still remaining in Alpine. James M. 
Watts, a former Buffalo Soldier, was a merchant who claimed 
to have maintained his business from that same building until 
he passed away June 26, 1923. The Watts House, now painted 

pink, still remains at the corner of S. 7th and W. Gallego.

4. The Garcia Valadez house, 108 West Avenue F, was 
built by ranch hand Trinadad Garcia in 1890 with adobe 
walls 27-33 inches thick. It was a social center for many 
years  and was the home of La Capilla de Alpine, the Alpine 
Chapel.

5. The Old Alpine Library - A public library in Alpine was 
first organized in 1947 by members of the El Progreso Club 
(a women’s study club of Alpine which merged with The 
Women’s Club of Alpine in 1963). A dinner meeting was 
called at the Green Café in June, 1947 to discuss the library 
and each person was asked to bring a book. The 300 books 
brought by the club members formed the initial collec-
tion of the future library. In May 1949 The Friends of the 

Alpine Public Library group was formed with the principal task of recruiting volunteers. 
It soon became obvious that a proper building was needed to house the library. Bill Sohl 
offered to sell his house on North 7th Street, and a fundraising drive was started to raise 
$14,000. The drive included bake sales, teas, and sporting events and included raffle 
tickets for an automobile. El Progresso Club won two civic awards totaling $5,000. The 
library was dedicated in August 1950.

6. Working Vaqueros of the Area - The tan-galóns, botas, 
chapareras, broncos, espuelas, and reatas belonging to 
today’s cow-folk are really the legacies of Texas’s first real 
cowboys: the Mexican vaqueros. And the all-American 
rodeo? Vaquero through and through. To the Spanish owners 
of big ranches in Mexico, the vaquero was a laborer. Most 
vaqueros were mestizo (of Native American and Spanish an-

cestry), American Indian, African American, mulatto, or criollo (a Spaniard born in North 
America). Vaqueros were early versions of independent contractors and weren’t bound to 
a ranching hacienda or a patron unless they chose to be. Vaqueros owned their horses, 

saddles, and ropes and what they did with them would shape 
the history of Texas ranching.

7. The Catholic Church - Religious activities and mutual aid 
societies were integral threads in the fabric of the Hispanic 
community. Saint Joseph’s Catholic Church of Fort Davis 
played a major role in the early history of Mexican-Americans 
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of Alpine. Father Brocardus, a circuit priest at Fort Davis, traveled by horse and wagon 
to celebrate Mass and administer the sacraments to the mostly poverty-stricken Hispan-
ics living in the Alpine area. Dedicated in 1902, the first Catholic church in Alpine was 
called “Nuestra Señora de Guadalupe.” Prior to 1902, services were held in what church 
records refer to as “La Capilla de Alpine,” the Alpine Chapel. The chapel was located in 
front of the former post office and was also the home of freed slave and convert, Green 
Haver and his Hispanic wife, Martina García. The church today is named Our Lady of 
Peace and is a diversified and culturally rich parish of 425 families.

8. The Valadez Grocery - This historic building, located 
on 100 West Murphy at the corner of 5th and Murphy, 
was a very important part of Murphyville, Alpine’s name 
in the 1800s. Originally the building housed the Alpine 
Furniture Company, which is reported to have been op-
erated as early as 1904. Roughly thirty years later, it was 
transformed into Valadez Grocery, which was to become 
the heart of Alpine’s Latino southside community.

9. Centennial School - Segregation by race was adopted in 
the United States in 1896. The first public school for His-
panic’s, Madero Ward School, was built in Alpine on 11th 
and Gallego in 1910. The Centennial was built in 1936 
as an elementary school, to help the overcrowded Madero 
school. Named after the 100th anniversary of the battle of 
San Jacinto. In 1954, Madero and Centennial combined to 

serve elementary through high school students. Pete A. Gallego ran for the school board 
in 1969 and began the desegregation of the schools. In the 1970s the Alpine High School 
was built, and the old Centennial was abandoned. Sul Ross purchased and remodeled the 
building in the early 2000s, and the dedication was on July 16, 2004. 

10. Murphyville was plotted in 1882 and the name changed to 
Alpine in 1888. Alpine was known as the “windmill city of the 
southwest.” With this setting one can romanticize that the barrio 
was a serene and peaceful place.For hundreds of years, the springs 
located of Alpine, Texas, attracted explorers, Indians, settlers and 
the military. Trails, both north and south and east to west, passed 
through the mountain passes of the area. Historian David Keller re-

cords the beginning of the railroad in this area, on January 12,1883, the last crosstie spike 
(a ceremonial silver spike) was driven just west of the Pecos River.

11. Green Café - In 1917, after doing ranch work for sever-
al years, Pete Gallego Sr. decided to open a restaurant, Pete 
Gallego’s Chili Parlor, in a tiny adobe, south of the tracks, with 
room for three tables. Enchiladas, typically prepared by Pete’s 
wife, Victoriana, were 15 cents a plate. Old clips from the 
Alpine Avalanche document that Pete Gallego, Sr. moved 
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If you can conceive, and believe, you will achieve: live your dreams!
Achieve your dream! The importance and impact of an of education.

 
The background design of the mural is based on a modification of the Alpine Post Office 

Mural done in 1940 by Jose Moya del Pino, depicting a view of Alpine from Hancock Hill. 

Designer and supervising artist: Professor Carol H. Fairlie, MFA
The background mural painting was created by the Sul Ross Art Club, 2020-2021. 

The Sul Ross Art Club was founded in the mid 1930s by students associated 
with the Alpine Art Colony at Sul Ross. 

Portrait painters:
Monica Saenz - (head of Gear up) MA, SRSU

Andrei Rentaria - (MFA lecturer at UTSA, BFA, SRSU) Presidio
Feather Rahda - Alpine murals, specializing in the Jumano Indians
Richard Curtin - MA, SRSU, lecturer for Art Appreciation classes

Carol Fairlie - portraits, lettering, layout, and design

Sul Ross mural committee:
Dr. Jeanne Qvarnstrom, Institutional Effectiveness

Professor Carol Fairlie, Professor of Art
Dr. Savanah Williamson, Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion

Dr. Mark Saka, Professor of History
Ms. Judith Loya, Student Support Services

the restaurant twice in 1918; once near the railroad depot and then to Marfa, where there 
was an army post. In 1935, when Pete, Jr. was ten, his father moved back to Alpine, so 
that his children could go to school.  He reopened his restaurant in a larger adobe build-
ing with eight tables and called it the Green Café. After serving in World War II, Pete, 
Jr. returned to Alpine and moved the long, narrow mess hall from the Marfa Army Field 
to the barrio in Alpine to become the new Green Café. On the opening day, the local 
radio station did a live broadcast from the café, and students from Sul Ross State Normal 
College provided live music. High school and college students had parties there. Aspiring 
politicians gathered around the tables pushed together in the front of the restaurant. For 
over twenty years, the Green Café was Alpine’s favorite hangout.
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